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2EREMSTIMSN. WESLRTRE, NERRREME ERHi.
KRR AN, ERESABNSATEOMNS, BHERAE KERFK
NFRATE, HHTVERENBEEBSIONE. TREDHE. B
Hi7i, 8% (BETER) RELH. XE—H, BEEAEEDNITH
WL, BREN. TR, BHXEST EEEL LH—BEY. E
TR (RERBORTEES) ARBHLNR, DEFHARE, Hal
RET R 2EIE0. BREN, RERERLEFXRS MO
EEPERRHHRERSATRRER LI, EER, EREE. LRES.
EHUSSURSEREABNERLBE, HEEAT ZEHNT, X8
HIRFRHFFLEE.

BAVIREH, WAKBEEY, BEXNEEZIBERINRLMENR, &
MENBHEE . Hig, FREMSFE (RIAXT 745 F) , KRXTRA: K
EH, HEXR FIWk AGTHE, EVEF BAMIE. BERA,
HERAR, HRZUEEYF, BEXAXRRF. RTERFRBES, WAk, "X=E
MEHIBRRE, SFRNEEERFE—ERRIERIEE, MEHXRER
RATRER, LEHGH: BEREOLH, XE=F (74 F) , SHEAW
TREXEEMERE, TE. EREFTLAZTBIENKESEN—ERXTR
L. HFEREMNER, E—ERELBMEASU T HHELK R AR
SHIMARCERE: B XEEEMANEEL, BOURE7TH 7T R
SFM-FHRBRALE, FHEMKRBKRER. B AREARETER
EHEVFEFRATFER, MZRNEIZEERE—t (Mar Aba 1) RIEE
FRAELLETFR., EALLrERERRBEFEZERZFEAN —NRHFEARFL,

VCEREY BONKRF, $M, #864 . 20 LAY FL—"FEH-ZBK", & 1M, %575
To

2 Adam H. Becker, Fear of God and the Beginning of Wisdom: The School of Nisibis and the Development of
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MERERK T FENEARELE (BREHERR. BETENUABNNE AR

BSILMUBE—ERAILIE) . HXEREANNER L, WETRgIARE
g (£%) MIANNLESI T R W~ S5-BHNEH. BRI
ERKYE, "SEERZE2EATHRLMESMINR LNEHES), 1A
BESIEN XL INAN ENIEAFTRNFE, B2 SH B XNERERNZOA

Ef{\j

o

BMNRFREUR, ZFEN RSB BXEZERN. GEFEHRFEEN
W, K& EoTR—="R=X: Jtth, K, i, TEHI—IMIL
B

RN %%! %'ﬂ-‘.‘a

B, REWER (EXEF) , "S'FUBRLE . WXhABAXE
B=ROz—MFTZEMES, BRFREMBFZEONETERN. 2R
TR (EREEBRE) 9EE, IR E (BR) Ui, "84,

XEPAEAGN T=—F RN EHEZENEEME INELE. HRE=
FHEEFRABELZE, FIRE—NENER I T ZRMITIL. FRNYTF
RPBXHNLERBRE, EXAFAMEBE. |'FNEMRER, BIES (GZ)
KRz XHBE. IRFENRH R NEBEHEY RRFE, AAmMNEI,
RHEER HERHEHLIHEERARNEEZEENNE, RELBATXE
RENE. REVEERS (KBEOIR) BISI (AWMEZ) £ 1 EF 9T

Scholastic Culture in Late Antique Mesopotamia, University of Pennsylvania Press, 2006, pp.158-159.
1 Zhu Donghua, “3. Chinese Jingjiao and the Antiochene Exegesis”, in K. K. Yeo (ed.), The Oxford handbook of
the Bible in China, Oxford University Press, 2021, p. 48.

2 (W) Fz#: EEHEAE, <FZEE, AWmERK, bx: vheHF, 20184, ¥ 101 T. BEA
ERERFHORY, “B'FHEFEREL D" TR, MEBEIFANERATE R (LB"T®"), E#HE
HERFETEE, EEPRT (FE5F) BTHANBREALR, HA¥mT LR,
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(“FBARENK")  F8EF 12 ("HAMEZN) , UREIZEST (‘K
MBI ZE") AiE, REX RHEBAK. E0 (AMES) FEEFL
X, NEBREXME XN HRAERES T HEXIERNEEZMRIRHH
X, Bt E, RPEXNERMREBIRPREA: FERKIE, BB MNKE
5 B=TEF8E. HENMMUERE, eXRTEFRF Bl W
%, MARE, BREH. "RNELTUFEIFEEBHBAMES LHE
ME S, RIAKRARN EEZREZFIKEF—LENETF. MEEEOL, B8
Xk A RFZRB=HREE) A RATX—2, ZELRTREEEX, W
BXELPNEERREHE TR EXPFHERNE, TEFTP
AWM, FEMENEE. EEWHLHR, XHEAEERE. "HAER

TR ERAF I RS A ab a wa-b ra w-raha d-qudsa "(Father, Son and Holy
Spirit”) , MBHLZ T, RERMNGEFXE R ZAEMT & "F. & F g
M7 RF. AR ZEENT T F. B, "FZEM7THE 5T
XAE B RYH T HERR - T, AR T EXAEHNERE. R
B ERZEFENRILFABHMA (St Ephrem, ? —373) hAEHFFIH
BEEEM =GN AE" (the Luminous One) —id, FMFRFETIREN (&
B) W (BsWm) 29 F 1 DAXENERE W, R8! KX FIzW IR
&/ BARFAE. XRAE / 5x. BEBERYN, 7SRWE / ST

Uikt CRHESCERY, WARZ: CPERH: FEHFREEHF, dm: KR, 1993 £, £
15 W

AAKGIE . CRRFHRATHEH: KRRFHCHB, Fld: B por RAF, 2015 4, % 15,
19 7.
3F b, % 203-204 T

4 Cf. Paulus Bedjan (ed.), Breviarium iuxtaritum Syrorum Orientalium ideast Chaldaeorum, Paris, 1886-

1887, pp. 37-38.
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28, LIRSS/ AEMHRAN, ERMNFES. "XEESFHEIXN
MR R E—EM . EEXMERFE EN—B, HATZEEHENEE
NEPEXEE (MR (ZAREE) ¥E) #0NRZAEE. BN, Xth#E
RERXERPAT, EAZENBENIRRFSFAXA I —BHREIDN.

ERAZHPNBRENERAXHPIER A IEFRNEI, BRI e
RE T =W XANARER. hRBMEFTRNROTERE., KAZER (XEx

BEXEARZ) EERSHAGEL (OHR) XK, TBER (FXREE)
NREARNREFRFRAIK. Eh (KEFRRETELZEIC) H—KSI
ANBERRR: "BEREKE, BPRBF, EMAESMHh. "l FEKR
5 R A I ABRESEM X BN BB MEEA", m st —EiE
ABRBR AT R EEHER—NEXEEZNME: “shaphyuta” (luminosity) .

HFABBREGRER (M5 FUEEELEER, M. B0 3%tEEF5
XR, IAARBERZER (gnoma / Substrat) , Jt. B&RB (prigat) 4730,

DA, HIEHE (tesbohta) B2—XI—, R=FEMX—MH (kyaneé thidaye /
single nature) . BB INEIR A, BGE AERHROSMS BRERT
=Y (Shaphya) /b AR&iLs), EEMEER / B—MESREENRIE—K
MENSE/ HEELIR. "RRFEFEFER (Sebastian Brock) AIFRRE, M
AL IER R 18 shaphya” BH 45EH" (pure) . “JEEAAY” (luminous) F& X,
0 H % % 35 “shaphyuta” M B sk & £ A48 . XAMMR, WTFH

1 St. Ephrem the Syrian, Hymns on faith, translated by Jeffrey Thomas Wickes, Washington, D.C.:The Catholic
University of America Press, 2015, pp. 73-74.

2EAREZ R CRHRY: BMHHERERZEART, L XAEMRAE, 2009 £, ¥ 63 W. XL
RMAGE: CRERHRTFEHR: KEFHHELD, % 168 W,

3 St. Ephrem the Syrian, Hymns on faith, p. 94.

4 St. Ephrem the Syrian, Hymns on faith, pp. 106, 377.
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‘luminosity” (1) . MEBEMWEAKILETS, 2FHK. ARG, BELH
E RSN U OAROHnE, BEERSEMRE R, s
MYXFrE: "Erxztt, EmAR, TH20, AEHE. "NXHIMENR (KiE
L) s "EMAEEIsMth.

FEXR (FXRKRE) BT REFBWH—RIE: RSB X
X, gt REgEw--H5EEX, KEFE $ELE BHEN B
REBR--BANEE, DoMET, £THE, TWUEE STRE, FIL#E
R--TELE, EARE, LIFRF, BUOSUEERK —DEAN TAHE
E. BXE5n, WEsl, E&fm, BTRK, S8TH, NwXH, 8%
RiE. "EA FERHRUFASREBTNT (XFRHEEXTEAER) UER
R, —TEEREARE EEBT SREALR X GRIFEFENE, BER
HB" MR ETZ N, EMAR") , A—TEXAENKETREFIE LRTT Y
B R MR R IP A B A E A %

—. ®E, Kt

BAFEZ BRI R A K, BIX (RIE -BiL) |, Rz B&sz.
EMREERX, (FERX) 5 MNAsE—E () = "sF K&
XAFEZTH)Y BRUSHE—IE (fF) = "|l, RKll. "ERESY
Wtz T EH—TRER INATZRIS BE2F 5T (catholique)

1 Sebastian Brock, The Luminous Eye: The Spiritual World Vision of Saint Ephrem the Syrian, pp. 73-74.
2 Henri Havret, La Stéle Chrétienne de Si-ngan-fou: 1ére Partie Fac-Similé de Linscription Syro-Chinoise,

Shanghai: Imprimerie De La Mission Catholique, 1895, pp. xviii-xix.

SEWMHE: <HEBME: FHEBLTUMY, BAKRKNEFAZMEA, 2020 £, ¥ 84 W,

() B EEHESE, <FZEEY, £ 101 W (F) FHE. (R) BEHR: CRBERD,
o EARFHBEA, 1999 £, $9 W.

SR «BA) X BHD, N <KEHREELSRXEY, At BHHHHE1990 £, £ 298 W,
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BX'HE, TBETESR. BB EAFR AISF XA, ZFHES
HIMERRA TN HEFERALARTALRAES" (Holy Apostolic Catholic
Assyrian Church of the East) FI&FR=H, B ARREHRITHEENFFFD
EXBHHREZANER, BIRESALEZ AN EH TR W
REFT, “BFEHLE", “FUFA BERTRT, T ERAE. ERWHE"
%, SEEXBNEEZE, YhEs, FRETAREY i aks
B, MEFKRFAHEN (CEREZ) b, WEEHMNEHIRARANES
("BEEREZT. "REZEREIN) A EENEFIAET EHE

TTEERREL, CHFERBRBRRR —UIER . —UEMN . —VEE W E
B HENS {—" & BIEIAEFR" (aine d-kul °nas Iwatak talyan, The eyes

of all men hang on thee.) *

FABBMRUMRIFRAL T RNA L EREXHPRELERNNRENE, hERE
ZRRPREFRETAME RN "ZHENHE . 'RE". “REXRNE
h", HpEROENDRETBALN—T G E . i, BBARIEEEFIR
MIIFR A 4 £E" (haye kul, Life-giver of all) . “©&1¥E" (yada kul, Knower of
all) . “ABzZE" (mard kul, Lord of all) . “AHiEE" (baraya dokul, Creator
of all) . “AEHIF" (mallep kul, Teacher of all) . “FEHE" (doridd kul,
Judge of all) . “FAHITAIE" (masse kul, Healer of all) , °tban, BHEARE (Z

VR B CRUGRATIE- FHIEY, K ¥ AREMAE, 1981 4, % 173 W.

2 Wilhelm Baum & Dietmar W. Winkler, The Church of the East: A Concise History, London and New York:
Routledge Curzon, 2000, p. 4.

3ELF: ERIEAXEHRT L5, L7 Rk, 2016 £, %279-280 7.

4 Cf. Paulus Bedjan (ed.), Breviarium iuxta ritum Syrorum Orientalium id east Chaldaeorum, Paris, 1886-1887,
pp- 37-38.

SHEERFE: RyFEEXRERNHELRS, CPEEEHM R, 2022 £12 A% 19 #, £ 57 W
6 St. Ephrem the Syrian, Hymns on faith, pp.57, 70, 105, 117, 141, 288. Edmund Beck (ed.), Des Heiligen
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DY B 1ME 1R, WHIBRAANEM#IT TR, FEMAT HEMHN
RAM: “HREZIW (mallepkul)  (AFAD) RTERERMNICS (nsa) /&
He, BRMXRASRELREM / iemME (yada kul) &, Aft4 (R
A) NS EZHARS /8% AEXABRE "hES 1 REREBS (F 16—
18 MXFRBIFT BEEME N FER" BER, RNESME, HKie
RABH/ XNENBHEBEELMENELE? / —IREE, EECHREARHEAR
/ XERERREMEE? / EAMEAHMAEKR (rabba) | FSFMEES! /HIF
K (rabbuta) / AEEENMB LT, BFRE®H, HAMEEE™ "B &
BHMHRER, THEZI'NER AMETEESAMNESFE, mMAEXR#E
TFHEMHETHEZHR A, NEFEMT RERL WRENEE, B2
RIFMFAR T BHMREFEANBLE—TRREBERE L. ERERBES L,
TAHE LS RMAI Y T S EE R,

= ®]E, b

R R FREEREEANRXEE—ERER M WM BESE,
(FE) M FaEER, HPEXT | F Xt Kb, 008 °
BR (FE) RENEERANRBENESHA (1115-1234) , B 20" XA
PUEMZ RN, BiEmsE, NTUEEREE (F NV FZ) , HE
F'elmit, FHTTLE 2, BNBESEFZEE RERLMSU TG

Ephraem des Syrers Hymnen de Fide, Louvain: Imprimerie orientaliste, 1955, pp. 3, 8, 36, 45, 64, 176.

1St. Ephrem the Syrian, Hymns on faith, p.57. Edmund Beck (ed.), Des Heiligen Ephraem des Syrers Hymnen de
Fide, p. 3.

2St. Ephrem the Syrian, Hymns on faith, p.57. Edmund Beck (ed.), Des Heiligen Ephraem des Syrers Hymnen de
Fide, p. 5.

SAFRE: MBBINZAZEERFH NAZ N HEHAE, LR EREEUHIFRY, & 39 H
(2013 #£#), % 229 W,

CHE CEBETHY B XHBER, %496 W . http://toolhttpcn.com/Html/KangXi/Pic/496.shtml# =.
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(K@) ", EEHAIR. B, £')'FaEdndESR, 00 R REER
WIBRAHF ., EXREEEZfR, EHARLTEL SR SMEALC, XA
AU AE—DRBRBEINEHRABEBBAGEREZIT TXF L. A
LA DB E MR R IR R BETOEX P E TS

B E P EIRENE (Pahlavi) By“tarsak ", ZEHREEHNEF, “tarsak’FMH
RER'WESE", ALUSHREERE. M tarsak’'—ia, X EXWNFLEHESL"
(dehla) RYBHE—BRF T 2&HFROES, EEFENHKRES TRAT
WA, “EFi tarsak’ —18EE . TRHRAXIEESR, (E¥E) hEIXL
Z" BE (—) REER m (KFEEARKL) FXRERETRD
BELRBAER, WHRESER". LR FEHEETF, HE5P KB tarsak "
—3E, ¥WEBMBHME FFMHAN" (God-fearers) , FAZERNKEAES, "Xk
THE R (dehlat alaha) DR RERMN B, thwl, EFEREZS,

‘yare' "—iFHIR 400 NABIR AL 80%ETSIS &R A £/, F (£ EIEAR)
(LXX) H, #HAFREIE phobed” (8) FiHARMERIBREZLMNENIEDL,
MaFLIBELE (Peshitta) MH—84 T ERABECHRE, HPXA
“dehlta” (#8) XKEF (T A@EZ) 150 9. (FGH) 3. 18, (FMZBFE
B 701 R (ERETED 180 13 Y phobos” (H{R) #“sebesthai” (3
) o ERSATEBEGERFT, XMUNAGBRHEAE LHERRHNES

1 Shlomo Pines and Guy G. Stroumsa, Studies in the History of Religion, Jerusalem: Magnes,1996, p. 11; Cf. Francis
Joseph Steingass, A comprehensive Persian-English Dictionary, Ottawa: Laurier Books Ltd, 2003, p. 294.
2Theodore of Mopsuestia, Commentary of Theodore of Mopsuestia on the Nicene Creed, trans. A. Mingana,
Cambridge: W. Heffer & Sons Limited, 1932, p. 211.

RAAGE: CREFHRATPEE: KRFHOURBE L, £36. 125 T; () FLH: CKEAARE
WIRY, BRE: MAARE AL, 2001 £, #47 W
4+Adam H. Becker, “Martyrdom, Religious Difference, and ‘Fear’ as a Category of Piety in the Sasanian Empire:
The Case of the Martyrdom of Gregory and the Martyrdom of Yazdpaneh,” Journal of Late Antiquity 2.2 (Fall),
pp- 312-315.
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=IMIKER £ (Theodore of Mopsuestia, ca. 350-429) ZEH (HIBHIRE)
(Catechetical Homilies) ®, EBRESIFIAIE Peshitta (WL, HIAMERT
SNF B X A5 185K I K A5 BE SOk P A9 3R 75 SR B iR AaR 1k,

B Xk E B R IERB FHIER UL P HIKATIERN tarsak FUMIR, &k
NEEEN AR EFHON X —ASHEMEENEN. FEEREEAR

"SR ETPEENEEREZMENANGE, DHXHEDEEFEL
MEM. SFEXHE R 5 5L W¥E (BHEE, RAFX ARS
SREN ") |, IERBA"tarsak’ NERRREIEREBIRN =M (50")
BEXHHEBENAEIR.

"REARERBEGEMERERNEIEERE, HEREXBAFE. RN
RV CKRNRLETEMNROEE, BABMMBET MR, | FHR
M AR TEMTANEE. TERDTTEREFN . BHEERNANER
A, NEHERBSENBRXERTEERX.

575 3k

BRRF (FRBEFE—PERBZER) | b5 REOCULEREE, 2012 F,

Huaiyu Chen, Winds of Jingjiao and Echoes of Buddhist Voices: Studies on
Medieval Chinese Religions, Beijing: Religion and Culture Publishing House,
2012.

BRiE: (BEIWALS) | 1927 Fifffe, WA (BRIEFEARXE) , £5: F
£HF, 1980 F£, F 1 &% 93—106 T1, Chen Yuan, "History of the

1Cf. Theodore of Mopsuestia, Commentary of Theodore of Mopsuestia on the Nicene Creed, trans. A. Mingana
(Cambridge: W. Heffer & Sons, 1932), p. 211.
2 Henri Havret, La Stéle Chrétienne de Si-ngan-fou: 1ére Partie Fac-Similé de L'inscription Syro-Chinoise, pp. 1xvi-

Ixvii.
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Introduction of Christianity to China" (1927 lecture manuscript), in Collected
Papers of Chen Yuan, Beijing: Zhonghua Book Company, 1980, vol. 1, pp. 93-
106.

KREZE: (HEHERR)  KREEF, FF BEXRBH, 2015 F.
Theodore of Mopsuestia, Catechetical Homilies, trans. Zhu Donghua, Hong

Kong: Logos and Pneuma Press, 2015.

xR (BERSEER) . (hEEZF) , 1936 £5 18§, 5 120—134 71,
Fang Hao, "A Brief Study of Nestorianism in the Tang Dynasty," The Chinese
Journal of History, vol. 1, 1936, pp. 120-134.

BHEHE: ((KFELETEAZR) 220 IHEHM) |, (PEXLR)
2007 £ 9 A 27 BHE 5 IR, MABARZE: (FERE—EHEFLERS
HEEMRY , b3 X AR E, 2009 £, FengQiyong, "The Discovery

of the Complete Version of Dagin Jingjiao Xuanyuan Zhiben Jing and Other

Related Issues," China Culture Daily, September 27,2007, p. 5; reprinted in Ge
Chengyong, Precious Nestorian Relic: Studies on the Nestorian Stone Pillar of
the Tang Dynasty Recently Discovered in Luoyang, Beijing: Cultural Relics
Press, 2009.

EAETSR (RTRY BEFHERSEEENR) . JtR XWHARA,
2009 £, Ge Chengyong, Precious Nestorian Relic: Studies on the Nestorian

Stone Pillar of the Tang Dynasty Recently Discovered in Luoyang, Beijing:
Cultural Relics Press, 2009.

(F) :HEE. (R) MHRE: (RMIFHY bR ERKFLAREE, 1999
£, Guo Pu (annot.), Xing Bing (comm.), Annotations and Commentaries on

the Erya, Beijing: Peking University Press, 1999.

(o) =ZE: (KFEEAWMKCY , AXE: TJdEARHARYE, 2001 &, Li

No. 24 June 2025 -102-



| Journal for Research of Christianity in China|

| hEEEHFR  ISSN: 2325-9914]

Zhichang, Travel Notes to the Western Regions by the Perfected Changchun,
Shijiazhuang: Hebei People's Publishing House, 2001.

(B7) & (ERFERE) . (FZIRE) . FWER, R PP
&, 2018 £, Li Zhizao, "Postscript Reading of the Nestorian Stele,"

in Collected Works of Li Zhizao, collated and edited by Zheng Cheng, Beijing:
Zhonghua Book Company, 2018.

MIEIR. BUNVE: (BERSBBEWR) (BITR) . ER: BFEHE, 2021
£ ., Lin Wushu and Yin Xiaoping, Revisiting Nestorianism in the Tang

Dynasty (Revised and Expanded Edition), Beijing: The Commercial Press,
2021.

TENR ABRZRKRZs=H) , &F: REF+%, 1966 F, Lo Hsiang-
lin, Nestorianism in the Tang and Yuan Dynasties, Hong Kong: China Academy,

1966.

REF (WMEEHE) , TERFERFEXATRPOREE TE EHE
HXZ HRR#t, 2000 F£, Samuel Hugh Moffett, A History of Christianity in

Asia, translated and edited by Chinese Culture Research Centre, China

Graduate School of Theology, Hong Kong: Christian Literature Press, 2000.

RELE: (ZBRmc3Ee) . K e ARHARIE, 1981 &£, Ch'ien
Shan Shili, Gui Mao Travelogue and Return Notes, Changsha: Hunan People's
Publishing House, 1981.

T=F (BERBEXXRHEETR) . 5 RIEHRYE, 2016 F.

Wang Lanping, Studies on Dunhuang Chinese Nestorian Manuscripts of the

Tang Dynasty, Beijing: Nationalities Publishing House, 2016.

RENGTE: ARFRERTTER: KFESIPOGBEX) . FHitw: #Maidh
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IREPFR/AE], 2015 £, Wu Changxing (ed. & annot.), The Nestorian Stele in

China: Annotated Texts of Nestorian Documents, Xinbei: Christian Olive Press

Ltd., 2015.

KM (EEZE BEREBHHESX@MARY . aZEEH T Hikit
(#7dt) , 2015 £, Wu Changxing, The True Constant Way: Historical and

Textual Studies of Christianity in the Tang Dynasty, Xinbei: Christian
Literature Publishing House Ltd., 2015.

AWPE (FEWE: FHELANF)  BAKXREERZENTHA, 2020 F,
Toyo Bunko (ed.), Dunhuang Treasures: Four Nestorian Canons, Osaka:

Takeda Science Foundation, 2020.

BHEE. ((BRIX) BE) , WAELERELSRXE) , IR FEE
F1E, 1990 £, Zhou Zumo, “Shiming Guangyi: Principles of Exegesis,”

in Collected Essays in Memory of Professor Wang Li, Beijing: Commercial Press,

1990.

KERE (MEBASRAEEERSEE NS ' N'MEAHKE) , (GEX
BESAE) . #2398 (2013 F£8) . ZhuDonghua, "On the Economic

Meaning of Ying (Nirmana) from the Perspective of Buddhist-Christian
Translatability," Logos & Pneuma: Chinese Journal of Theology, Vol. 39
(Autumn 2013).

KR (RAFERXMERITEERZSE) , (FEEEHRHAR) , 2022 F
12 % 19 #§, Zhu Donghua, "Syriac-Patristic Literature and the Medical-

Philanthropic Tradition in Tang Nestorianism," Chinese Journal of Christian

Studies, Vol. 19 (December 2022).

Kk (PESH TESREEHMR) . b RITHMRAE, 1993 F,
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Zhu Qianzhi, Nestorianism in China: A Study of Ancient Christianity in China,
Beijing: Orient Press, 1993.

Wilhelm Baum & Dietmar W. Winkler, The Church of the East: A Concise History,
London and New York: Routledge Curzon, 2000.

Adam H. Becker, Fear of God and the Beginning of Wisdom: The School of Nisibis
and the Development of Scholastic Culture in Late Antique Mesopotamia,

University of Pennsylvania Press, 2006.

Adam H. Becker, “Martyrdom, Religious Difference, and ‘Fear’ as a Category of
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On the Triple Meanings of "Jing" in Jingjiao (Chinese Nestorianism)
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Abstract: The Chinese word “jing 5=” embodies three meanings: First, it had a

connotation of “light” (guang J%). Modern scholars discuss frequently Christian
traits of the Chinese word “jing 5t,” because they find that as early as Tang China
this term already had taken on a religious connotation when Persian missionaries
tried to articulate the divine action in the work of illumination. Second, also
noteworthy is the second meaning of “jing 5" invoked by Li Zhizao from the Erya
A7, it bears the same meaning of “da “K” (great or universal) as it does in its
radical “jing 51.” Third, the brief overview of the Chinese transliterated words of
Pahlavi tarsak suggests Chinese acceptance of the idea of “God-fearers,” and
therefore it was no incidental evidence in support of highlighting the usage of “jing
3" as a subtle knowledge of Christian piety. As a broader category for religious
practice and belief, “jing” should be holistically understood both from an objective
perspective as “shining” or “universal,” and from a subjective perspective as
“venerating” or even “fearing (of God).” It is undoubtedly important to expound
the meaning of “jing 3" in a dialectical relationship between the piety of believers

with respect to the greatness of what is deemed the Sacred.

Keywords: Jingjiao (Nestorianism in China), the Triple Meanings of "Jing",

Chinese Nestorian texts, the East Syriac Christianity
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